Background
Retention of a foreign body in the heart or great vessels may be due to direct penetrating injury or embolism. In a series by Jiang Chun-Li, 1 retained foreign bodies were usually the result of penetrating cardiovascular injuries secondary to gunshot or stab wounds. The clinical manifestations of such patients vary from asymptomatic to haemodynamic instability.
Case history
The patient had a history of penetrating abdominal trauma; 6 years before, a metal projectile (a piece of wire) entered his pelvis during a farming accident. 
Discussion
The foreign body in the pelvis of our patient most probably migrated from the pelvis to the inferior vena cava and from there to the right atrium and right ventricle, from where it entered the left pulmonary artery to the pulmonary circulation loop. This could have happened in the 6 years between the X-rays or possibly during the trauma. Foreign bodies can usually be diagnosed with conventional radiology, but a clinical history is also of value. Conventional X-rays are sufficient to make a correct diagnosis of a metal foreign body, but a Multislice CT scan 
Conclusion
This rare case demonstrates migration of a metal missile from the pelvis to the left pulmonary artery after a penetrating abdominal injury.
